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ship in blood, we are studying, when we
study the ancient literature of India, the
work of men who were intellectually akin
to ourselves.

Such are some of the reasons which consti-
tute the unique importance and value, for
the historian and the philosopher, of Indian
Literature. Some of the most influential
leaders of Western thought, both in Europe
and America, have considered that Indian
thinkers, with a speculative vigour and origin-
ality following a natural line of development
in isolation from the rest of the world, have
succeeded in their views of life in grasping
and emphasising certain phases of truth,
religious and philosophical, that have been
slurred over or not noticed at all in the
West. If we consider all the circumstances
we shall probably be forced to the conclusion
that that is probably so, that it would be
strange indeed if it were not. Our reason-
able antipathy to the vagaries of inconsistent
nonsense, to the superficial inanities often
put forward by certain popular Western
writers as Eastern thought, need not prevent